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other three members contended that " the constitution of seats in the
Legislative Council v/ith its class, communal and special interests,
renders it absolutely impossible to secure a majority sufficient to
secure deadlocks :n the manner contemplated", and further, that
" indiscriminate obstruction must b-3 a manifest violation of the oath
of alleliaase and it should be repellent to every sincere believer in
the basic principles of ihe r.on-eo-Gpsration movement." J

As tie controversy over parliamentarism proceeded, the national
rnovemsr.c lost its former militancy. In 1921, the membership targe^
\vh:ch the Congress nearly reached, was ten million. In 1924, how-
ever, Gandniji stated that no more than 200,000 could be claimed,
Wnen a: the end of the year he introiuesd the " spinning franchise ",
requiring members of elected Congress organisations to send in 2000
yards of self-spun yarn every month, the roll fell ro some 10,000 by
the autumn of 1925, when it was withdrawn as an obligatory condi-
tion and was made optional. In the prevailing" gloom, sinister symptoms
began to appear. The Muslim League, v/hieh had played second
fiddle to th3 Khilafat Conference and toed the Congpjss hna, sepa-
rated itself again. Tiie Hindu Mahasabha, flourishing in an atmos-
phere of doprassion and disruption raised its head. A recrudescence
of terrorism emphasised the confusion and desperation of thought
and action.

Events in the Near East quenched before long the old Khilafat
fervour, for Indian Musalmans could not possibly shut their eyes to
what was happening. The people of most of the Ottoman Empire
rose and overthrew the Sultan's hold over them ; in November 1922,
the people of the remaining, Turkish, part of it also rose, under their
great leader, Mustapha Kema.1 Pasha, and deposing one Sultan, put
another in his stead, only as Khalifah, bub without temporal power.
When in December 1922, the AlMndia Khilafat Conference met
alongside the Congress at Gaya, a resolution was passed in approval
of the new choice of Khalifah, but expressing a pious request that
Turkey should maintain the Khilafat in accordance with the shariat
and in consultation with the whole Islamic world. Everyone knew,
however, that what was at the back of the Indian Khilaf atists' mind
would go unheeded. Muslim countries of the Near East followed in the
main their independent line of development. The Khilafat organisation
continued in India for some years, but the heart was taken out of it.

i See 0, Y. Ghintamani's complacent Liberal criticism of the Congress proceed-
ings in "Indian Politics Since the Mutiny", pp. 13i-37,